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Note: This document is preliminary and subject to change.

The Office of Facilities Information Services, known as OFIS, requires
record set deliverables to be delivered in a digital format known as HPGL/2.
HPGL/2 is an abbreviation of Hewleit-Packard Graphics Language, a set of
commands for controlling plotters and printers. HPGL is part of Hewlett-
Packard's PCL Level 5.

This file format provides a “snapshot view” of intended output. OFLS uses
this file to reproduce documents as the creator intended. Most print devices
will accept and print this file with no intervention. However, some software
incorrectly creates this file. This document is directed to one of these
application, AutoCad. '

AutoCad 2002 was used to create the screen captures, although the process
should be similar in AutoCad 2000. AutoCad 14 did not have the HPGL/2

file creation problems.

In AutoCad 14, the process to create a HPGL/2 output file was simple. One
could simple check the output to file box when using a Hewlett Packard
Plotter. In AutoCad 2000 & 2002, using this method produced odd results.
Data would be missing or garbled. Research into the problem revealed
switching device drivers in AutoCad corrected the problem. Below are step-
by-step instructions for creating this driver file.
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Running the Wizard

Locate ADDPLWIZ.EXE. It’s usually found in the directory in which
AutoCad was installed. Running this wizard produces the following dialog
box:

§ Add Plotter - Introduction Page

This wizard provides you with the ability to configure either an existing Windaws
system plotter, or a new non“Windows system plotter. The configuration information
will be saved in a PC3 file. The PC3 file will be added as a plotter icon that can be
. selected from the Autodesk Plotter Manager,

You cah choose ta import comfiguration information from a PCP or PC2 file, then add
that information to the new plotter configuration file you are creating.

In most cases the default selection may be taken.
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The wizard needs to know where the device is located. For our purpose, we

will tell it the device is local to this computer.

l Add Plotter - Begin

mBegin e To configure a new platter, select one of the following:
btk Plotter T
Sysbam Penlar

Plotter Model :
Seiect Driver All settings will be configured by an Autodesk Heidi®
Impart Pep or Po2 plotter driver, and managsd by this computer.

Ports

Plotier Name { " Network Plotter Server

Finish

Al setings will be confioued by an futodesk. Headi®
plottes diver, and managed by & plother serear

" System Printer

Use & corfigared Wirdows spstem printer dives, and: apply
different defaull walles for SubeCall JO02% v other
"wiitrdowe applinations,

< Back l Neut > I Cancel
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This is the part that seems odd but is the one that works the best. Choose
XESystems, Inc. / XES Synergix 8855 driver.

Begin

Mtk Plakter

[ System Frirder

- wPlotter Model
Sefect Driver
Import Pep or Pc2
Parts

Platter Name

| Finish

f Add Plotter - Plotter Model

j}’lﬁ? Select your plotter manufacturer and model, If your plotter isn't listed, consult your

plotter documentation for & compatible plotter.

Optionally, if you have an installation disk, containing an HDI drives, choose Have
Disk. & Browss for HIF Flle dialag bos is displayed for you to locate and install the

HIF file attached ta the HDI driver.

Manufacturers

Models

Autodesk =Plot [DWF) :]
CalComp "
Hewlett-Packard -
Oce t
Raster File Formats

Suystems, Inc.

¥ES Synergix 8825 (1 Raoll)

+ |XES Syrergix 8825 (2 Roll)
XES Synergix 8830

Have Disk ...

2l

< Back l _ Next » I ' Cancel
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No imports so click next.

{add Plotter - Import Pep or Pc2 I e X

! Begin T To import platter specific information from a previously saved
| Metwark Piotfer e PCP or PC2 file, choose Import File. Paper size, plot

Enstem Frinter aptimization level. network share names, and port names cah
; Holﬁer Mndel- . be imported inta the new PC3 fils.

Select Diver
plmport Pep or P2
Parts

~ Plotter Name

! Finish

Iraport File ...

NOTE: Use the Add Flot Style T able wizard to import pen
assignment information. Use the Import PCP/PC2 Settings
wizard to import PCP or PC2 page setup information.

. Cancel
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Select, PLOT TO FILE. This will create our PLT file on disk.

| Add Plotter - Ports T O

Begin AR ¢* Plotioapot { Flotto File  pctons
Hetwod Plaltar SRR
Systern Printer

The fedioang is & bt of all cortz available for the currentiy
configuped device. Al documents will be plotted to the port

¢ Plotter Model Y ol selech
i Seleck Diriver :

i Import Pep or Po2 Port | Description 1 Prirter | -
~ pPorts (O PO_1080c  Local Port

. Plotter Name [ coM1 Local Port |

. Finish [l coMz Lacal Pott -

1 com3 Local Part
L1 COmM4 Local Port _
] LPT1 Local Port 1050C on LPT1 :]

Conifigure Port What is AutnSpool... |

I™ Show all spetemn ports and disable 10 pont validation

<§aﬁk I Next > I ! 'Crerarrr'lcel
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Give the new device a name you can understand. Irecommend HPGL2 To

File.

Add Plotter - Plotter Name i X

Begin
B S N b 'S

St Plefer
Piotter todel
T Qe
Impod Pop o Po2
Parts

pPiotter Name

Firish

Tte model name you selected 15 the default plotter
e configualion narme. You can accepl the defaull name., of
T enler & new name to entify the new PC3 file you have
e  cieated. The name you apply wil be displaped in the Page
. Getup and Plol disleg boxes

Plotter Name.
]HPEL?. To Fid

Mote: 1f you arter a name that is eractly the same as 3 System
Piirter's name. vou will hot see the System Prinder hsted in the
LutaCAD 2002 Plot or Fape Setup dialog boses.

< Back Meut > Cancal
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Defaults should be fine, click FINISH.

§ ndd Plotter - Finish

Begin o Lo The plotter 2 To File has been instatied with its default
Metwrrk Ploter Lo configuration settings. To modify the default settings, choose
- . Edit Plotter Configuration.

Systers Printer

Plotter Model

Select Driver

Import Pep or Pc2

Ports

Plotter Name
pFinigh

Edit Plotter Configuration ..,

Optionally, to perform a plot calibration test on the newly
configured plotter, and verify that your drawing measurements
plot accurately, choose Calibrate Plotter.

Calibrate Plotter ... I

| < Back i Cancel I

i
I

The AutoCad PC3 file has been created. We just select it when we need to
create our HPGL/2 PL.T file.
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In AutoCad, select our newly created PC3 file. It should force you to choose

a file name.

Layout name -

B PGPBW name - - e -

21

Medel i Sayo changes to layow:

‘ |<Sclc-:l. pane sebup to sonks

L :J : Edd

Fict Devize | Ftol Sctings |

Fiotter configuiation
N Hame: [%2 ToFiapes :_l Fropeibies..
i@ B RPGLE T Ellapes T INIIONS .—J‘ _
" Fiolter Ve 10300 pe3 " Hint. I
Wiete! Rapo_cep 11w 85503
eptinfin e cop 17 % 11.pe3
Desctiztion po_esthpév 11 % 8.5 pes =
| Eapo_ecthipde 17 % 11,023 -
~ Fiot st 12bk {pan azmgnments) ~ Pl glamp
Mo [FioiGp b =] e | mew. | ®on . seings. |
~ w'hal o plat - Fiol o i
& Cunentteh [ Phat to il
e PR P I
Fie hame: [Dleu.\'n_m-?dode!.PLT
‘ e Al lapout labs e T T e
Vet b i ! ’;! Lacaliore {K:\?Ufﬁ"\ -:J_Jﬂl
FulPevew . | PetidPrvien.. | ok | cemer | Hep |

For comments or corrections contact Huey Bran|
University. huey.brantley@vanderbilt.edu

Thanks to Roy Whitaker at Vanderbilt University and Py

this method.,
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